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What Is It?

The United States Declaration of Independerce was adopted on July 4, 1774, It officially announced thaz the 13 American colonies wers ne langer ruled
by tha <{ngdem of Great Britain. The main author was Thomas Jeffersan. But the daucurrent is mere than just a statament of separaticn.

It exp ains the casic ideas of freedom, equality, and government.

1. Equality and Human Dignity
The Declaration states:
“All men are created equal.”
This means:
Every person has equal worth.
No one is naturally born to rule over others.

Human value does not depend on status, wealth, or power.

It also says people have natural rights — rights they have
simply because they are human.
These include:
Life, Liberty {freedom), The pursuit of hoppiness
These rights cannot be taken away by a king or government.

2, Where Government Gets lts Power
The Decloration says governments receive their power from:
“the consert of the governed.”
In simple terms:
The peaple give the government authority.
Political power belongs to the people.
Covernmert exists to protect people’s rights.
This is the foundation of democracy and self-government.

4. Complaints Against the King
Alarge section lists complaints against King George III.
The colonists accused him of:
+ Taxing them without representation
Blocking local laws
Contralling judges
Keeping soldiers in the colonies
+ Ignoring their requests for fairness
They believed he ruled like a tyrant instead of protecting their rights.

Why It Still Matters

The Zeclaration promotes cos decs -
Cauaity
Treedom
I urran dignity
Self-determination
The r'ght to -esist tyranny

“kat still shape modem democraces

3. The Right to Change a Bad Government
The document makes a strong claim:
If o govarnment:
- Violates people’s rights
Becomes unfair or abusive
Refuses to listen to its citizens
Then the people have the right to change or abolish it.
This idea justitied the American Revolution.

5. The Final Declaration

The calonies officially declared:

+ They are free and independent states.

+ They are no longer part of Britain.

+ They can govern themselves.

+ They can trade, form alliances, and defend themselves.
The signers knew this decision could cost them theair lives
but they believed freedam was worth the risk.

In cne sentence: The Declaration says that governments exist to protect human rights — and if they fail, the people have the power to change them,

IF ART CAN HELP PEOPLE RETHINK, THEN IT CAN BE MISUSED FOR ANYTHING.
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